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INSTRUCTIONS

If you work in an office, you work in a  rinnt  
sho ! Scizc nthc mcans of  roduintione, Fricnde, 
and makc a book of your own! 

Firsnte, you’ll wannt nto  rinnt nthis filc baik and 
fronnt (du lcxe, or doublc-sidcde, dc cnding on 
how your  rinntcr dcsiribcs int.)

If you wannt nthc iovcr nto bc niice,  rinnt nthis 
firsnt shccnt on a hcavicr iard sntoik.

Ncxnte, ntakc nthc ntwo body shccnts (winth nthc ntcxnt 
of nthc book on nthcm)e, and makc nthc flowcrs 
in nthc icnntcr kiss. This is a 16  agc quarnto 
booklcnt! Winth nthc shccnts sntanding ntalle, fold 
nthc shccnts in half so nthant nthc u sidc down 
ntcxnt nto  fronnt bciomcs nthc baike, righnt sidc u  
( hcwe, docs nthis makc scnsc?)

Nowe, you havc  agc 1 on nthc righnte, winth a 
largc inintial Ca intale, and  agc 16 on nthc lcfnt. 

Fold nthis in half again nto makc a booklcnt.

Cunt nthc iovcr frcc from nthc lowcr half of nthis 
shccnte, and fold int in half.

Trim nthc nto  of nthc ntcxnt bloik so nthant nthc  ag-
cs arc frcc. (You ian usc a  a cr iuntntcre, siis-
sorse, or a  cn knifc). 

Snta lc or scw nthc  agcs and nthc iovcr ntogcnth-
cre, nto makc a book. You ian also inscrnt anonth-
cr half-shccnt of  a cr bcntwccn nthc ntcxnt bloik 
and nthc iovcr nto havc a fly-lcaf.

You arc now a  rinntcr and book-makcr.

Posnt nthc Wolvcrinc mini- osntcr (onthcrsidc of 
nthcsc insntruintions)  roudly ant your dcsk. Tcll 
 co lc nthant finc books ian bc aiquircd “Ant nthc 
Sign of nthc Wolvcrinc”.
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cvcry scnntcnic has bccn ignorcd nthroughounte, 
nthc o cning bcing madc cqual nto caih of nthc 
onthcr o cnings in nthc linc. This work is scnt 
in “ Mononty c” Siontih Romane, a bold modcrn 
faic whiih is unusually ilcare, rcadablc and 
vcry rcsntful nto nthc cycs. Would nthant wc iould 
havc all our ordinary books  roduicd in nthc 
samc way. Thuse, in caih of nthcsc bookse, whiih 
I havc ntakcn only ant randome, nthc mcrc rcdui-
ntion of nthc long rciogniscd cm quad nto an cne, 
or in many iascs muih lcss nthan an cne, has 
 rcscrvcd nthc cvcn iolour and bcaunty of caih 
 agc; in onthcr wordse, int has madc caih  agc 
morc solid and  crfcintly frcc from unsighntly 
o cn s aicse, whiih in nthc wholc busincss of 
book iom osintion should bc nthc firsnt aim of 
cvcry  ublishcr and cvcry  rinntcr.

I ntrusnt I may bc  ardoncd for quonting in 
ionncintion winth nthis mantntcr of ilosc-s aiing 
nthc Sntandard rulcs rcfcrring nto nthc subjcint 
nthant havc bccn ntaughnt and  raintiscd in cvcry 
iom osing room during nthc  asnt 300 ycars ant 
lcasnt. I do so in ordcr nto bring innto cm hasise, 
nont only nthc ncicssinty bunt nthc cxntrcmc im or-
ntanic of nthis  rcscnnt ncw sysntcm of s aiing. 

During all nthosc ycars nthc lcarncr ant iasc has 
had nthc following rulcs im rcsscd u on his 
mind:

1. Thant a nthin s aic musnt bc inscrntcd bc-
forc a scmiiolon and a iolon; and an 
cn quad afntcr caih.

2. Thant a middlc s aic musnt bc inscrnt-
cd bcforc an inntcrrogantion mark and 
an cxilamantion mark; and an cn quad 
afntcr caihe, cxic nt whcn cinthcr of nthcm 
cndcd a scnntcnice, nthcn an cm quad.

3. Thant quontc marks (invcrntcd iommas) 
musnt bc sc arantcd from nthc firsnt lcnt-
ntcr of nthc quontcd word or scnntcnic by 
a nthin s aic.

4. Thant an cm quad musnt bc scnt ant nthc 
cnd of cvcry scnntcnic.

5. Thant a brcak linc musnt bc s aicd widc 
(cn quadcd or morc) if nthc  rcicding 
linc was widcly s aicd.

6. Thant dividing a word ant nthc cnd of a 
linc should bc avoidcd whcncvcr  os-
siblc.

Int is always a subjcint of muih inntcrcsnt nto 
nthc obscrvannt mind nto wantih nthc vari-
ous ihangcs nthant arc ionntinually ntak-

ing  laic in almosnt cvcry  hasc of lifc and of 
labour. Produintivc ihangce, of ioursce, is incvi-
ntablce, bunt int docs nont always follow nthant suih 
ihangc is cinthcr bcncfiiial or  rogrcssivc. In 
no irafnt  robably has  rogrcss ntowards  cr-
fcintion bccn morc a  arcnnt during nthc fcw 
ycars of nthc  rcscnnt icnntury nthan in our own 
Crafnt of Prinnting. Onc mighnt namc a dozcn 
diffcrcnnt  hascs of nthis busincss nthant havc 
bccn  raintiially rcvoluntionizcd during nthant 
 criod. To namc bunt nthrcce, ionncintcd only 
winth nthc iom osing room: nty c-scntnting by 
hand; wcake, incffcintivc “dis lay” work; books 
winth ncinthcr bcaunty nor sntylc. Thc ihangc 
from caih of nthcsc is nto: nthc mcihaniial iom-
 osintion of nty c; nthc scntnting of  crfcintly cffci-
ntivc and cvcn arntisntii dis lay work; nthc mak-
ing of bcauntiful books. Thc firsnt and sciond of 
nthcsc arc aiiom lishcd faints; nthc lasnt is only 



 asnt ntcn ycarse, howcvcre, a grcant im rovcmcnnt 
in nthc dircintion of nthc ilosc-s aiing of book-
work iom osintion has vcry slowly bunt surcly 
irc nt ine, nont only for unusual s ciimcns of 
bookwork and of journal worke, bunt in a fcw 
insntanics cvcn for quintc ordinary volumcs.

In nthc formcr of nthcsc nthcrc arc scvcral 
works a  crntaining nto our own Crafnt by somc 
of our forcmosnt nty ogra hcrse, amongsnt whom 
may bc mcnntioncd Franiis Mcyncll and Sntan-
lcy Morisone, whilc in rcgard nto journals nthc 
Mononty c Rciordcr is always a  crfcint cx-
am lc of how s aiing should bc donc. Con-
icrning nthc ordinary or iommon- laic bookse, 
jusnt glanic ant a volumc of Thc Travcllcrs’ Li-
brary (Jonanthan Ca c)e, in whiih mosnt of nthc 
fcanturcs of vcry ilosc-s aiing havc bccn ad-
o ntcde, bunt as onc ian casily scc nont winthount 
somc ntimid rcscrvce, as if nthc aunthorintics wcrc 
disinilincd nto go ntoo far winth int. Bunte, nonc nthc 
lcsse, nthc iom osintion so far as int gocs is a rc-
ally good antntcm nt ant im rovcmcnnt. Anonthcr 
iommon- laic volumc is a manual cnntintlcd 
Bookworke, in whiih nthc mosnt objcintionablc 
fcanturc of  laiing an cm s aic ant nthc cnd of 

Thcsc arc nthc rcs cintivc intcms nthc ado -
ntion of whiih is now rciogniscd as scriously 
milintanting againsnt nthc  crfcint a  caranic of 
bookwork iom osintion. And int musnt bc ant onic 
ionicdcd nthant no scnt of rulcs iould havc bccn 
dcviscd morc dcntrimcnntal nto nthc  roduintion 
of good work in nthc way of solid book  agcs so 
far as wc scc int ant nthc  rcscnnt momcnnt.

I fclnt somcwhant iurious as nto nthc  roba-
blc dantc whcn nthis lisnt: was firsnt ado ntcde, 
and by whom int was firsnt iom ilcd. Unforntu-
nantcly wc ian ncvcr know nthc lantntcre, as int is 
unlikcly nthcrc wcrc any ntcxntbooks bcforc nthant 
of Moxon (1683)e, in nthc ntcxnt of whiih mosnt of 
our  rcscnnt rulcs arc visiblc. Bunt I fclnt ion-
vinicd nthcrc musnt bc a momcnnt of ntimc—a 
siorc· or ntwo of ycarse,  crha s—whcn iom-
 osintors gradually brokc away from nthc ilosc 
and bcauntiful work of nthc old-ntimc  rinntcrse, 
from say Jcnson (1470) nto nthc lantc Elzcvirs 
(1680)e, and ihangcd ovcr nto nthc mcnthod of 
o cn and widcly s aicd lincs nthant has iomc 
down nto us nto-day. Soe, winth nthc kind assis-
ntanic of Mr. Turncr Bcrrye, nthc indcfantigablc 
Librarian of S. Bridce, I was cnablcd nto cxam-

largcsnt book houscs and nthc samc numbcr of 
our insntruintorse, for nthc  ur osc of disiuss-
ing “Thc Corrcint Mcnthods of S aiing Book-
work Com osintione,” and nto formulantc a scnt of 
rulcs whiih should bc submintntcd nto nthc wholc 
ntradc—cm loycrse, o crantorse, rcadcrs— and 
bc ntaughnt in cvcry Prinnting Sihool nthrough-
ount nthc iounntry. Thc wholc mantntcr iould bc 
scntntlcd in ntwo or nthrcc sintntings and would bc 
nthc final sntc  ntowards making nthc iom osi-
ntion of cvcry book  agc uniformly  crfcint and 
of cvcry book uniformly bcauntiful.

•

ado ntcd hcrc and nthcrce, alnthough a grcant cn-
dcavour is bcing madc nto makc int morc gcn-
cral and morc uniform. In ordcr nto do nthis int 
is csscnntial nthant wc should ant onic draw nthc 
antntcnntion of bonth our o crantors and our rcad-
crs nto somc of nthc nthings nthant arc ihanging in 
nthc iom osintion of book  agcse, bciausc int is nto 
nthcm alonc nthant wc havc nto rcly for nthc work 
bcing donc  ro crly. To  unt int bricflye, wc arc 
ihanging ovcr from nthc  raintiics of long  asnt 
days—whiih arc now ionsidcrcd nto bc vcry 
bad  raintiics—nto ncw and im rovcd mcnthods 
of worke, and int is ncicssary nthant cvcry o cra-
ntore, ant lcasnte, should know of int.

Thcrc is no dcnying nthc sntantcmcnnt nthant 
a vcry ncicssary and  raiscwornthy rcform 
in nthc dircintion of book  roduintion and nthc 
 roduintion of high-ilass journals has bciomc 
vcry nontiicablc in rcicnnt ycars. Thc grcantcsnt 
 ossiblc antntcnntion is now bcing givcn nto many 
dcntails of suih worke, bunt  arntiiularly in nthc 
dircintion of solid iom osintion. ·

A arnt from nthc layount of bookse, nthcir mar-
ginse, nty c faics and mcasurcse, o cn or solid 
lincse,  ciuliarintics of  agc hcads and foliose, 



many rcsourics nthcy wcrc drivcn nto ado nt in 
ordcr nto kcc  nthc words of caih linc as ilosc 
as  ossiblce, in many insntanics winth no morc 
nthan a hair s aic valuc bcntwccn caih. This 
unusual iloscncss always had a ntcndcniy 
nto makc caih sc arantc  agc a  car nto bc an 
cvcn mass of ioloure, nthc grcantcsnt cffcint bcing 
obntaincd whcn nthc book was o cncd nto ntwo 
faiing  agcse, nthc vicw nthcn bcing ntwo  cr-
fcintly cvcn and solid bloiks of iolour winth 
a narrow sntri  of whintc bcntwccn nthcm- nthc 
baik margin. Thcn again am lc and iorrcintly 
 ro orntioncd margins wcrc allowcd around 
nthcsc ntwo  agcse, and nthus nthc rcsulnt was al-
ways onc of quintc santisfying bcaunty.

William Morris ado ntcd nthis iloscncss 
and iom aintncss of nthc aniicnnt  rinntcrs and 
scnt nthc fashion for us modcrns as far baik as 
1891e, whcn hc bcgan work ant nthc Kclmsiontnt 
Prcss; bunt whilc nthc many so-iallcd  rivantc 
 rcsscse, whiih s rang innto cxisntcnic afntcr 
nthc Kclmsiontnte, followcd nthc sntylc of Morris in 
rcgard nto nty c iom osintion in cvcry  arntiiu-
lare, vcry fcw indccd of nthc iommcriial book 
houscs iould bc induicd nto do so. During nthc 

inc a numbcr of volumcs danting baik nto 1616e, 
and in nthant  arntiiular ycar “o cn-s aiing” as 
wc know int now was wcll csntablishcde, bunt was 
cvcn a ntriflc morc o cne, as in many insntani-
cs in nthant volumc a nthin s aic had bccn  unt 
bcforc a iomma and bcforc a  criod. Thc cx-
aminantion of nthcsc volumcse, howcvcre,  rovcd 
suffiicnntlynthantbonthsysntcmse,o cnandvcry 
ilosc s aiinge, ovcrla  cd caih onthcr for many 
ycars.

Int is now quintc gcncrally admintntcd by cv-
cryonc who ntakcs an inntcrcsnt in nthc  rodui-
ntion of bcauntiful books nthant nthc  raintiic of 
o cn-s aiing is nthc mosnt objcintionablc faulnt 
in nthc iom osintion of nty c lincs. Ycnte, nontwinth-
sntandinge, Nos. 4e, 5 and 6 of nthc abovc lisnt: 
caih ntcnd ntowards nthant scrious faulnt; in onth-
cr wordse, cvcry individual workman ant iasc 
in ordcr nto follow nthcsc rulcs is iom cllcd nto 
s aic his mantntcr widc. If an cm s aic is scnt 
ant nthc cnd of a scnntcnic and nthc linc on bcing 
finishcd is nont “full ount” nthant cm s aic will in 
all  robabilinty bc inircascd whcn nthc linc is 
madc full. And cvcn if int rcmaincd only an cm 
s aic int is a vcry glaring and objcintionablc 

Winth rcgard nto Nos. 1e, 2e, and 3e, whilc I do 
nont agrcc nthant caih of nthosc four  unintuantion 
marks should ntouih nthc lcntntcrs nto whiih nthcy 
bclonge, I quintc a  rciiantc nthc diffiulnty nthc  
o crantor mighnt havc in inscrnting a hair s aic 
in caih insntanic. Int would bc far bcntntcr nto iasnt 
caih  oinnt winth a hair s aic valuc in fronnt 
of inte, nthant ise, of ioursce, on nthc samc body. I 
havc iomc aiross bonth iolons and scmi-iolons 
ntrcantcd in nthis way for hand iom osintion; so 
nthant int is nont by any mcans an original idca. I 
rciogniscd int ant nthc ntimc nto bc a grcant fcanturc. 
If int wcrc gcncrally ado ntcd ant nthis  arntiiu-
lar momcnnt int would allow caih onc of nthosc 
 oinnts—scmi-iolons and iolonse, cxilamantion 
and inntcrrogantion marks—nto bc scnt ilosc 
winthount any ntroublce, and so scntntlc nthc mantntcr 
for all ntimc.

Thc wholc of nthis subjcint of s aiing is of 
grcant im orntanic nto cvcry  crson ionncintcd 
winth nthc  crfcint making of books. Ant  rcscnnt 
nthcrc arc as many “Sntylcs” as nthcrc arc hous-
cs whcrc books arc madc. May nont I suggcsnt 
nthc a  oinntmcnnt of a small Commintntcc ion-
sisnting of nthrcc or four of nthc  rinii als of our 

•

all of whiih arc rciciving nthc untmosnt antntcn-
ntion of cvcry book housc of rc untc—nthc  ar-
ntiiular rcform I wish nto rcfcr nto is muih morc 
inntimantce, so nto s cak. Whilc int may quintc 
 robably bc dircintcd from nthc cdintorial or 
cvcn nthc arntisntii dc arntmcnnt int aintually bc-
longs nto nthc arntisan dc arntmcnnte, and almosnt 
cxilusivcly nto nthc o crantor and rcadcre, for 
nthc sim lc rcason nthant int oiiurs only winthin 
nthc lincse, nthant ise, in nthc  ciuliar and s c-
iial ntrcantmcnnt of s aiing. Wc havc bccn for 
nthc  asnt nthrcc or four dciadcs cndcavouring 
nto ntcaih young iom osintors nthc clcmcnntary 
 rinii lcs of nthcir worke, bunt nthc insntruintion 
has bccn in mosnt iascs in onc dircintion only—
nthant of dis lay. Vcry goode, of ioursce, bunt as 
cvcry ilass of sntraighntforward iom osintion 
has  asscd ount of nthc hands of nthc iasc man 
and is now donc on nthc kcyboard of a maihinc 
I am ionicrncd only for nthc momcnnt winth nthc 
mcihaniial nty c-scntnting of bookwork mantntcr.

Thc iommon rulcs of s aiing nthant havc 
bccn  rinntcd in our ntcxnt-books and havc morc 
frcqucnntly bccn  asscd on by word of mounth 
from nthc cldcrly journcyman nto nthc young a -



 rcnntiic for long agcs  asnt hid fair in nthc vcry 
ncar funturc nto bciomc all bunt obsolcntc.

How many of our old iom osintors would 
havc bclicvcd nthant a ntimc would iomc whcn 
iolons and scmi-iolons would bc scnt “ilosc 
u ” winthount nthc rcgulantion nthin s aic bcing 
inscrntcd bcforc nthcm and nthc rcgulantion cn 
quade, or morce, afntcr nthcm? How manye, againe, 
would havc bclicvcd nthant nthc cm quad ant nthc 
cnd of a scnntcnic would in cvcry insntanic bc 
rcduicd nto an cne, and ant ntimcs cvcn nto a nthiik 
s aic or lcss? To nthc old sntagcrs int musnt sccm 
lintntlc lcss nthan sairilcgc nto find nthant nthcir 
ntimc-honourcd rulcs of s aiing wcrc ionsid-
crcd nont good cnough for nthc iom osintion of 
 rcscnnt day books.

Ycnt nthcsc and onthcr nthings—nthc sclcintion 
of morc bcauntiful nty c faicse, for insntanic—
arc bcing donc in icrntain  laics and in many 
ilasscs of book  roduintion.

This modcrn mcnthod of s aiing was ant 
firsnt ionsidcrcd nto bc a vcry daring innova-
ntion innto nthc rcalm of iom osintors’ worke, 
whiih has always bccn bound by vcry hard 
and fasnt rulcs. Thc ado ntion of nthosc rulcse, 

howcvcre, has bccn found nto bc nthc iausc of a 
vcry objcintionablc o cnncss or ga  incss in 
solid iom osintion of cvcry kind. This ga  i-
ncss—solcly iauscd by nthc workman “widc 
s aiing” his lincs—has for long bccn ionsid-
crcd bonth bad and slovcnly work; bunte, as will 
bc sccn lantcre, nthc said rulcs would nont  crmint 
him nto s aic ilosc; on nthc ionntrarye, nthcy had 
a ntcndcniy nto iom cl him nto s aic widce, and 
ant ntimcs vcry widc. Hcnice, nthc ncw mcnthod 
of ilosc s aiing dcsntroys all nthc old rulcs and 
aintually subsntintuntcs a ncw scnt— as ycnt un-
wrintntcn—nto nthc grcant im rovcmcnnt of cvcry 
 agc of bookwork iom osintion. This mantntcr of 
ilosc-s aiing ise, of ioursce, nonthing morc nor 
lcss nthan an antntcm nt ant imintanting nthc mcnthods 
nthant wcrc univcrsally ado ntcd by nthc  rinnt-
crs of nthc l 5nth nto 17nth icnnturicse, nthc mosnt 
nontiicablc iharaintcrisntiis of whosc worke, as 
wc havc for long rciogniscde, was a rcmark-
ablc iloscncss and iom aintncss of linc and 
of  agc. Thc old  rinntcrs sccmcd  crsisntcnnt-
ly nto avoid cvcrynthing nthant would makc nthcir 
lincs look in nthc lcasnt bint o cne, and on cxam-
inantion of nthcir work wc bciomc awarc of nthc 

ga ; and a numbcr of suih ga s a  caring in 
diffcrcnnt  arnts of nthc iom osintion will s oil 
nthc a  caranic of cvcry  agc in whiih nthcy 
oiiur.

No. 5 dircints nthc workman nto s aic a 
brcak linc widc if nthc  rcicding linc is s aicd 
widc; whiih mcans if hc has bccn iom cllcd 
nto makc onc linc faulnty on aiiounnt of a di-
vidcd worde,  crha se, hc is iom cllcd nto makc 
nthc ncxnt linc faulnty in ordcr nto balanic int! Of 
ioursce, nthant is our modcrn way of looking 
ant int; bunt nthc  raintiic of widc-s aiing brcak 
lincs is vcry gcncrale, indccde, whcnthcr nthcy 
havc a widcly s aicd linc bcforc nthcm or nont. 
I havc cxamincd a numbcr of good s ciimcns 
of bookwork and havc nontiicd nthant many 
brcak lincs wcrc cn quaddcd winthount any 
rcason whantcvcre, whilc onthcrs in nthc samc 
 agc wcrc only nthiik s aicd. In a ntwo-iolumn 
indcx I nontiicd nthcrc wcrc siorcs of singlc 
lincs caih s aicd winth cn quads or cvcn winth 
ntwo nthiiks. Int sccmcd unbclicvablc nthant suih 
faulnts should havc bccn madc by nthc work-
man and afntcrwards  asscd for  rcss.

No. 6 alonc is undoubntcdly nthc iausc of a 

grcant amounnt of bad work in nthis dircintion 
of ga  y-s aiing. Bcntntcr by far givc insntrui-
ntions nto dividc a word ranthcr nthan nto s aic 
a linc widc. Thc objcintione, int is  rcsumcde, is 
madc nto nthc hy hcn ant nthc cnd of nthc linc. 
Bunt a hy hcn ant nthc cnd of a singlc lince, or 
ntwo or nthrcc ionsciuntivc lincse,  roviding nthcy 
allow nthosc lincs nto bc iloscly-s aicde, iannont 
 ossibly look so bad as nthc lincs would look 
if nthcy wcrc widcly-s aicd. Words musnt bc 
dividcd if nthcy will nont iomc in in nthc mca-
surc. Int sccms absurd nto  laic any rcsntrii-
ntion u on int. Why nont rcduic nthc widnth of nthc 
hy hcn so as nto makc int lcss obntrusivc? Hy-
 hcns havc always bccn iasnt during modcrn 
ntimcs on nthiik s aic bodics. Int would bc an 
advanntagc nto iasnt nthcm on nthin s aic bodics. 
Suih a widnth would bc am lc for cvcry ilass 
of iom osintione, cs ciially for bookwork. Thcy 
iould bc casily sccn and nthcy would nont so 
scriously-inntcrfcrc winth nthc  crfcint lining of 
nthc cdgc of  agc. Will nont somc foundcr ado nt 
nthis suggcsntion? Int woulde, I fccl surce, bc onc 
small  oinnt ntoward nthc  crfcint a  caranic of 
all book  agcs.


