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INSTRUCTIONS

If you work in an office, you work in a print
shop! Seize the means of production, Friend,
and make a book of your own!

First, you’ll want to print this file back and
front (duplex, or double-sided, depending on
how your printer describes it.)

If you want the cover to be nice, print this
first sheet on a heavier card stock.

Next, take the two body sheets (with the text
of the book on them), and make the flowers
in the center kiss. This is a 16 page quarto
booklet! With the sheets standing tall, fold
the sheets in half so that the upside down
text top front becomes the back, right side
up (phew, does this make sense?)

Now, you have page 1 on the right, with a

WP
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large initial Capital, and page 16 on the left.
Fold this in half again to make a booklet.

Cut the cover free from the lower half of this
sheet, and fold it in half.

Trim the top of the text block so that the
pages are free. (You can use a paper cutter,
scissors, or a pen knife).

Staple or sew the pages and the cover to-
gether, to make a book. You can also insert
another half-sheet of paper between the text
block and the cover to have a fly-leaf.

You are now a printer and book-maker.
Post the Wolverine mini-poster (otherside

of these instructions) proudly at your desk.
Tell people that fine books can be acquired

“At the Sign of the Wolverine”.

THE
MASQUE
OF THE
RED DEATH
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About the Type

The body text for this edition is
Century Schoolbook, designed
by Morris Fuller Benton in
1918. The titles are set in Futu-
ra, designed by Paul Renner in
1927. Both are well-established
in American utilitarian design,
with Schoolbook both a popular
educational face, and the man-
dated typeface of all US Su-
preme Court opinions, and Fu-
tura widely used in aeronautics,
most famously in the plaque
placed by NASA on the moon
during Apollo 11.
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HE “REp DEeatn” had long devas-

tated the country. No pestilence

had ever been so fatal, or so hid-

eous. Blood was its Avatar and its

seal—the redness and the horror
of blood. There were sharp pains, and sud-
den dizziness, and then profuse bleeding at
the pores, with dissolution. The scarlet stains
upon the body and especially upon the face of
the victim, were the pest ban which shut him
out from the aid and from the sympathy of
his fellow-men. And the whole seizure, prog-
ress and termination of the disease, were the
incidents of half an hour.

But the Prince Prospero was happy and
dauntless and sagacious. When his dominions
were half depopulated, he summoned to his
presence a thousand hale and light-hearted
friends from among the knights and dames of
his court, and with these retired to the deep
seclusion of one of his castellated abbeys. This
was an extensive and magnificent structure,
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the creation of the prince’s own eccentric yet
august taste. A strong and lofty wall girdled
it in. This wall had gates of iron. The court-
iers, having entered, brought furnaces and
massy hammers and welded the bolts. They
resolved to leave means neither of ingress
nor egress to the sudden impulses of despair
or of frenzy from within. The abbey was am-
ply provisioned. With such precautions the
courtiers might bid defiance to contagion.
The external world could take care of itself.
In the meantime it was folly to grieve, or to
think. The prince had provided all the appli-
ances of pleasure. There were buffoons, there
were improvisatori, there were ballet-danc-
ers, there were musicians, there was Beauty,
there was wine. All these and security were
within. Without was the “Red Death”.

It was towards the close of the fifth or
sixth month of his seclusion, and while the
pestilence raged most furiously abroad, that
the Prince Prospero entertained his thou-
sand friends at a masked ball of the most un-
usual magnificence.

It was a voluptuous scene, that masquer-
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ade. But first let me tell of the rooms in which
it was held. These were seven—an imperial
suite. In many palaces, however, such suites
form a long and straight vista, while the
folding doors slide back nearly to the walls
on either hand, so that the view of the whole
extent is scarcely impeded. Here the case was
very different, as might have been expected
from the duke’s love of the bizarre. The apart-
ments were so irregularly disposed that the
vision embraced but little more than one at a
time. There was a sharp turn at every twen-
ty or thirty yards, and at each turn a nov-
el effect. To the right and left, in the middle
of each wall, a tall and narrow Gothic win-
dow looked out upon a closed corridor which
pursued the windings of the suite. These
windows were of stained glass whose colour
varied in accordance with the prevailing hue
of the decorations of the chamber into which
it opened. That at the eastern extremity was
hung, for example in blue—and vividly blue
were its windows. The second chamber was
purple in its ornaments and tapestries, and
here the panes were purple. The third was
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green throughout, and so were the case-
ments. The fourth was furnished and light-
ed with orange—the fifth with white—the
sixth with violet. The seventh apartment was
closely shrouded in black velvet tapestries
that hung all over the ceiling and down the
walls, falling in heavy folds upon a carpet of
the same material and hue. But in this cham-
ber only, the colour of the windows failed to
correspond with the decorations. The panes
here were scarlet—a deep blood colour. Now
in no one of the seven apartments was there
any lamp or candelabrum, amid the profu-
sion of golden ornaments that lay scattered
to and fro or depended from the roof. There
was no light of any kind emanating from
lamp or candle within the suite of cham-
bers. But in the corridors that followed the
suite, there stood, opposite to each window,
a heavy tripod, bearing a brazier of fire, that
projected its rays through the tinted glass
and so glaringly illumined the room. And
thus were produced a multitude of gaudy and
fantastic appearances. But in the western or
black chamber the effect of the fire-light that
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ed his pursuer. There was a sharp cry—and
the dagger dropped gleaming upon the sable
carpet, upon which, instantly afterwards, fell
prostrate in death the Prince Prospero. Then,
summoning the wild courage of despair, a
throng of the revellers at once threw them-
selves into the black apartment, and, seizing
the mummer, whose tall figure stood erect
and motionless within the shadow of the eb-
ony clock, gasped in unutterable horror at
finding the grave cerements and corpse-like
mask, which they handled with so violent a
rudeness, untenanted by any tangible form.

And now was acknowledged the presence
of the Red Death. He had come like a thief in
the night. And one by one dropped the revel-
lers in the blood-bedewed halls of their revel,
and died each in the despairing posture of
his fall. And the life of the ebony clock went
out with that of the last of the gay. And the
flames of the tripods expired. And Darkness
and Decay and the Red Death held illimit-
able dominion over all.
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